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ATTACHMENT 2. DUGONG STRANDING & NECROPSY DATA SHEET

Specimen No (QP&WS Tag #).…………………… Collectors of Carcass ………………………………..

Stranding Location (incl. latitude and longitude -GPS fix)…………………………………………………

Date of Examination ………………… Location………………………………………. Time ……………

Veterinarian……………………………………………. Registering Officer in Charge…………………….

Additional Examiners Present.………………..……………………………………………………………..

Est. time since death ………………. Sex:  Male/Female Tusks present:  YES/NO

PRELIMINARY DIAGNOSIS (Notes on the Cause of Death):

EXTERNAL EXAMINATION (comments on skin, eyes, nostrils, flippers, tail flukes, general physical
condition , injuries, attached ropes, nets etc. – draw any injuries and/or scars on Markings Datasheet)

CARCASS CONDITION: (circle one)
Alive Dead:

1: Live but subsequently died
2: Carcass in good condition (fresh/edible)
3: Carcass fair (decomposed but organs intact, bloated)
4: Carcass poor (advanced decomposition, bloated)
5: Mummified carcass (skin holding bones)
6: Disarticulated bones (no soft tissue remaining)

MEASUREMENTS:
Take directly along body surface except for body length.  For body le
along beach not along animal.

Body Length (Distance along the axis of the body from
the anterior top of the snout to the apex of the median
notch in the tail fluke ……………………………..….m

Collect m

Is female
preserve

Tail Fluke Width (maximum posterior - tip to
tip)……………………………………………………cm Foetus P

Genital Opening to Anus Distance (Distance between
the centres of the genital and anal openings)
……………….………………………………………

Length o
…………

Sex of F
Teat Lengths (Lengths of both teats from body to tip of
teat)
Left…………cm                       Right…………...cm

Approx.

IF FOETUS PRESENT FILL IN SEPARATE SHEET (ASSIGN 
LENGTH, SEX.  PRESERVE FOETUS IF LESS THAN 15 CM L

Body Length
ngth measure along a straight line i.e.,

ilk if expressible from nipple and freeze

 lactating? (cut mammary gland and
 as instructed)   YES/NO

resent? YES/NO

f Foetus (measure as for body length)
…………………………………………

oetus ………………………………………

 age of animal ……………………………

OWN NUMBER).  TAKE BODY
ONG.

Tail
Fluke
Width

Anus
Genital
SplitNavel



Specimen No.

66

Dugong External Examination: Markings Datasheet

Sketch all visible markings (i.e. scars, injuries, tusk marks etc.) on the silhouettes provided. Supplement
drawings with photographs whenever possible.

•  Note the condition of any scars (i.e.: Fresh (open), Recent, but healing, Healing (white), Healed).

•  If appropriate, take measurements of any markings/scars and mark on the silhouettes (i.e. Length of
marking, Width, Depth at deepest point, Distances between any scars).

Left View

Right View

Ventral View

Dorsal View
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INTERNAL EXAMINATION

Specimen No. (QP&WS Tag #)…………………… Date of Necropsy……………..……….. Time ……...

•  Include notes on any additional samples taken in addition to those on the Sample Checklist Form
(e.g. swabs, sterile tissue sample).

•  Tick any photos taken.

ABDOMINAL
__ Photo taken

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
STOMACH

__ Photo taken

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
DUODENUM

__ Photo taken

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
JEJUNUM & ILEUM

__ Photo taken

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
CAECUM

__ Photo taken

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
COLON

__ Photo taken

LIVER
__ Photo taken

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
GALL BLADDER

__ Photo taken

REPRODUCTIVE TRACT
__ Photo taken
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KIDNEYS
__ Photo taken

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
URINARY BLADDER

__ Photo taken

HEART
__ Photo taken

RESPIRATORY SYSTEM
__ Photo taken

……………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………..
LUNGS

__ Photo taken

HEAD AND NECK REGIONS (AND BRAIN)
__ Photo taken

SKELETON
__ Photo taken

OTHER

DIAGNOSIS

CAUSE OF DEATH
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By (sign and print name):
EVALUATION OF HUMAN INTERACTION

Specimen No. (QP&WS Tag #)…………………… Date of Necropsy…………..……….. Time ……………

Preliminary Assessment

Human Interaction is (tick one): __ possible
__ fairly certain
__ certain

Take photographs, histological samples and measurements of any suspect markings both within and
between if multiple marks exist. Record markings and measurements on silhouettes on back of this sheet.
Y = Yes, N = No, CBD = Could not be determined, NE = Not examined
External Examination

1. Net or Line Marks: Indicate Y / N / CBD / NE for each area and carefully describe marks.

Head ___ L. Flipper ___ R. Flipper ___ Peduncle ___ Other ___

Photos taken?

2. Fishing Gear or other debris present on animal (nets, ropes, lines, wire).  Carefully describe:

Photos taken?

3. Gear Retained: YES/NO Describe:

4. Penetrating Wounds: Y / N / CBD / NE Photos taken?

5. Mutilations: Body slit or otherwise mutilated? Y / N / CBD / NE.  Describe:

6. Evidence of Hemorrhaging/Bruising: Y / N / CBD / NE.  Describe extent and area:

Internal Examination

1. Sub-Dermal Hemorrhaging: Y / N / CBD / NE.  Describe extent and area: Photos taken?

2. Broken Bones: Y / N / CBD / NE.  Describe: Photos taken?

3. Lungs and Bronchi contents: AIR / FLUID / FROTH / CBD / NE.
Describe appearance of lungs (heavy, consolidated, etc.) and contents of respiratory tract:
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4. Histopathology Samples Retained: YES / NO.  List all samples taken.

_______________________________________________________________________________________
*CBD = Can not be determined *NE = Not Examined

Right View

Left View

Ventral View

Dorsal View
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DUGONG NECROPSY SAMPLES DATE: __________ Specimen ID# _

Samples Sample Size Sample
Taken for

Formalin Chilled Frozen Bouins Sample Taken
Yes/No

To be sent to:
(insert name &

address)

Date Sent Who Sent
Samples

Skin & blubber/fat 2cm x 2cm histopathology X
Skin finger nail size genetics X*
Blubber/Fat 300g heavy metal /

toxicology
X

Muscle 2cm x 2cm histopathology X
Muscle 300g heavy metal /

toxicology
X

Gastrointestinal Tract (six samples, see below)
Stomach 2cm x 2cm histopathology X

5 other sections equally spaced
b/w stomach & anus

2cm x 2cm histopathology X

Stomach contents handful histopathology X
Faeces handful histopathology X
Liver 2cm x 2cm histopathology X
Liver 300g heavy metal /

toxicology
X

Heart 2cm x 2cm histopathology X
Blood 15ml Biochemical

analysis
X

Kidney 2cm x 2cm histopathology X
Kidney 300g heavy metal /

toxicology
X

Lung 2cm x 2cm histopathology X
Milk as much as

possible
histopathology X

Milk as much as
possible

heavy metal /
toxicology

X

Whole brain (or section) 2cm x 2cm histopathology X
Eyes one or both histopathology X
Teeth (& tusks) age

determination
X

Reproductive Organs (Testes
or ovary)

2cm x 2cm histopathology X

Skull morphology X
*could also be preserved in DMSO
Additional Comments________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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