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in the Northern Territory (Australia )*

Aerial surveys conducted since 1974 have confirmed the presence of

significant populations of Dugongs in Northern Australia (Heinsohn et al.,
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76, 1978 and in press). Whereas the surveys reported to date have been

estricted to the Queensland coast, we report in this note the results
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Using the techniques of Heinsohn et z2l. (1976 and in press), almost

72 zrire coast of the Nertnern Territory, from 15im east of the
“2zmzrn fustralian State Border (Turtle Point) as indicated in Figure 1,
= == _Z==ncland State Border, was surveyed from Noverber 6 to 13, 1977,

Tweonos mwin-ergined, high-winged Partenavia P68-B aircraft. Areas not

sirrerzs Zuring this period due to time and fuel restrictions were as
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~r= Tegsel Islands, between Elcho Island and Cape Vessel,

|

v to be suitable Dugong habitat as they have meinly
rocky shore lines znd drop off into deep water; and a stretch of coast
south of the Edwerd Pellew Islznds (Pelican Spit to Port Macarthur ).
nowever this iatter area was surveyed by the pilot and one observer on

November 16, 1377 =nd the count is included in the total below.

A total of 257 Dugongs were counted during 57.5 hours of aerial
survey time (9.7 Jugongs per survey hour). Figure 1 shows the
distribution and numbers of Dugongs sighted. Ixcept for one aggregation
of 27 Dugongs seen nesr Tlcho Igland and seven aggregations of 15 to 20

Dugongs seen in other sreas group sizes of Dugongs were usually small.



{

2.

The number of Dugongs seen along the Northern Territory coast was
generally disappointing and contrasted with the sighting of 374 Dugongs

during a six hour survey (62.3 Dugongs per survey hour) of the

=nd, on Noverzer 135, 1977 (Marsh et al., ¥S).
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In view of 1<ts rossession of many shallow protected bays and
r=rrels with beds of seagrasses, we assessed much of the Northern

_orritory coast as being good to excellent Dugong habitat. However,
many of the best-looking areas, despite generally good survey

~2izions, only a few or no Dugongs were seen. 1% is unfortunate
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T was not possible to survey the entire c
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.Zre aerial surveys of the Northern Terrizory cozst, sreferably

if'ferent times of the year, are neeled fore Dugong numbers can
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2 reliably assessed. The resulzs of thie survey, however, lezave no
room for complacency as they suggest that Dugong numbers in the

Horthern Territory are generally low despite the low human populzation

density and remote nature of almost all of the coastal =areas.

¥ Research financed by the Territory Parks and Vildiife Commission

and the Australian National Parks and Wildlife Service.

czs7 =% or near high tide.
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