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Aerial  surveys conducted since L97/r have conf irmed the presence of

s ign i f i can t  :opL la t ions  o f  Dugo:gs  in  - lo r thern  Aus t ra l ia  (He insohn eL  aL . ,

-  
- - t  

.  1973 and in  p ress  ) .  . .hereas  the  sur . re ; -s  repor ted  to  da te  have been

res ' ; r i c ted  to  the  Queens land coas t ,  we repor t  in  th is  nc te  the  resu l ts

: i  rhe f j - rst  aer iaf  survey for Dugongs off  the coast of the Northern

.  /  r .  -  \

- - r l r l o r y  \ f 1 9 .  L ) .

Using  the  tech-n iques  , f  I te inscTn e t  : ,1 - .  (1976 and in  p ress  ) ,  a lmcs t

:r-- . i r"e coast of the i ' icr*,rern Terr i tor; ,  f rc: .  1-, l l  east of  the

-  '  ' . s  r a , i a n  S t a r - e  b o r d e r  ( T u r r f e  P o i n r , )  a s  - l : - i i : a t e d  i n  F i g u r e  1 ,

- * : : r s l a n d  5 1  a t e  B o r d e r ,  i ' r r s  s u r v e y e d  f r o n  i i - v : ' r b e r  6  t o  L j ,  L 9 7 7 ,

/  - _ .h^^  1 " - i 51 - ,_11  i noed  pa r tenav ia  p6g_b  a i r c ra_ '  ,  A_ .eas  no t. :  L l l = u t  l r f E - -

:  ^ : ' - . - : , - r . -  r - r - rg  th r ' s  per iod  due to  t ime and fue l  res t r i c t io f ts  i , ; ' € re  3S

, ' , - - : - . ' . :  i  - ' ' - - .  ' , . ' e :se- l -  
I s lands ,  be t r , reen E lcho Is land and Cape i , 'esse i ,

, . :  i ' : .  ' , : -  : .  ' .  i .  - ;  - , c  be  su i tab f  e  Dugong hab i ta r  as  the ; r  ha- re  n . . in ly

r - e W .  . 1 " t - n -  
- : r a -  . - J  d r c l n  n o o  - i n + n  d o p n  i v p t , e r :  a n d  ?  S l f e t C h  O f  C : a S tv v v y  t r u v v r  t

south of  +,he Edi ' , : . . r1  Pel lew Is l : , r - ids (Pel ican Spi t  to  Por : t ,  1 . , {acar thu, ' ) .

r ,cu, 'ever  th is  a. r ' ier  area was surveyed by the p i lo t ,  and one observer  on

l lo . rember 16,  ' :77 znd' i ,he count  is  inc luded in - r ,he tota l  below.

A total  oi  ; ) ' l  Dugongs ' i lere count,ed durinl  ,7.5 hours of aer ial

survey time ( 9 .7 ugonss per ;urvey hou:: ) . Figure I sho';s the

d i s t r i b u t i o n  a n o : - ; : e r s  o i  D u g o n g s  s i g n t e d .  ' x r  D r  f o r  o n e  a g g r e g a t i o n

of 27 Dugongs seen near f icho Island and se-"ren a;gregat ions of 
'15 

to 20

I ) t t o O n r r S  S e e n  i n  O t . l F ^  , : - F c , c  1 . r a l -  - - i  - ^ ^  - n  - \ . ' - ^ ' r o  ' : ' e f e  t l S t l a I I  r  S m e l 1 .
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lhe  number  o f  Dugrn{s  seen a long rne  lJor thern  Ter r i to ry  coas t  was

genera l l y  d isappo in t ing  and cont ras ted  rv i th  rhe  s igh t ing  o i  l7 l  Dugongs

d u r j n c  a  s l r  l ' . r u r  s u r v e y  ( . - - . J  D l g o n S S  u e r  s L r v e y  h o u r )  o f  t h e

' . . ' e . -es ie ; i  I s l  ands ,  ! , :eer .s i ' r l  ,  : l  l r : . ie : ' :  e r  l )  ,  i977  ( t t ta rsn  e t  aL . ,  L iS  ) .

fn  v iev i  o f  i * -s  :cssess icn  o f  many sha l low pro tec ted  bays  and

:: , . , : - , r- , - . -  s iv i th beCs t f  seagrasses, we assessed much of the Northern

' ' ^ ' a ( : " v  . r r q i ,  : q  h e i n o '  o n n d  i . o  o r r n o l l o n t  l ) r r o o n o  h r h i - f . n - f .  i i o r r o '_ - _ - - o  Q _ - *  . _ . , - v e r ,

l - r  o f  t . h c  h c s t , - l  n n k i n c r  r r A A . q  r j p s n i  i o  r o n o n e  ,  i  r r  o n o r i  q r i r r r o r r

'  r - '  - i  ̂ ^ q  -  - n l  v  q  f - ow  o r  no  T ) t t gnno ' s  r vp r re  qaav  
-  

.  iS  , f n fO f tUna te

-  . ' . ' ' : s  r .c r  F , rss ib le  to  survey  t ,he  enr i re  I  ? :  ' :  ^ r  near  h igh  t ide .

- . '  
: ?  ' i ? r i a l  s u r v e y s  o f  L h e  N o r ' h e r n  - = : : i - ' : ;  r - ' : . - - - . .  ; i - . - ' e r a b l y

: i . ' f e ren t  t imes  o f  t he  ) -e ' . r ,  a re  nee ie i  : e i l r e  Dugong  r r l r be rs  can

-  - o ' l  i  o h l v  a s s e s s e d  .  T h e  r - s ' ;  .  - .

^  c *  f n r  c n r n n ' l  a 6 l a n a - -  o c  ! h o . ,  .  ' - - -  L - +  T \ - - - - - -  
n g m b e f s  i : l  . : l +- . t . L l l  t U l  U \ r l l l P I o ! q l l ! t y  f n  r i l = r v  ) l ^ - : = J l .  l L l 4 U  V U g ( r ] l g

l ]o r  hern  Ter r i l ,o ry  a re  gener ' : l I ; -  Iov r  desp i te  the  lo l  human -c  p ; ,  io r

dens i t ,v  and remof ,s  na t r " l re  o f  aLmost  a l l  o f  the  coas ta l  a reas .

*  Res-oarch  f inanned by  the  Ter i to ry  Par :ks  anC , , i1d ' i fe  Comrn iss ion

and the  Aus t ra l ian  l la t iona l  Parks  and r i / i lC l i fe  Serv ice .
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