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Estimating the carrying capacity of seagrass meadows for major fauna: the dugong case study.

The workshop will consist of four components after the overall plenary introductory session to the day’s three concurrent workshop sessions which will run from ~ 9-10am:

· 10-10.30 am: A brief overview of what we know about the grazing ecology of dugongs (presented to all those who elect to attend this breakout workshop by Juanita Bité on behalf of Ivan Lawler, James Sheppard and Helene Marsh)

· 10.30-11am: A brief outline of what we might need to know to estimate the carrying capacity of a seagrass meadow from the perspective of an expert who has done it for terrestrial grazing mammals (presented to all those who attend this breakout workshop by Iain Gordon)

· 11am -12pm: Three breakout sub-groups to scope a research program to measure the carrying capacity of seagrass meadows for dugongs: what do we need to know about:

· the seagrass, 

· the dugongs, and 

· the dugong-seagrass interaction?

· 12-1pm: Where to we go from here? - Synthesis session for the whole breakout group?

Appoint a facilitator, recorder and time keeper for each group.

Questions for each breakout group for their topic

1. What do we mean by carrying capacity?

2. What do we know?

3. What can we learn from other seagrass ecosystems?

4. What do we need to know and at what temporal and spatial scales?

5. How could we find this out?

6. How could we co-ordinate our activities for the dugong case study and across other seagrass herbivore interactions?
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